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NOTES AND NEWS 



Rene Francois Armand Sully-Prudhomme died suddenly on Sep- 
tember 7. The following account of his career is from the Nation for 
September 12. " He was born in Paris in 1839, the son of a merchant. 
After completing the courses in science and philosophy at the Lycee 
Bonaparte, he began work in the office of an ironmaster at Creusot. This 
employment he abandoned with the intention of entering the legal pro- 
fession, and he actually began as a notary's clerk. But his inclinations 
were in the direction of literature; and in his twenty-sixth year he pub- 
lished his first volume, ' Stances et poemes,' which secured the enthusi- 
astic recognition of Sainte-Beuve. One poem, in particular, ' Le vase 
brise,' was singled out as a little masterpiece, equally noticeable for its 
exquisite finish and its delicacy of sentiment and style. Fortunately, a 
modest patrimony enabled him to devote himself to literary work without 
wholly depending on it for a livelihood. His second collection of verse, 
' Les epreuves,' appeared in 1866 ; in it he expressed the sadness of un- 
belief. Three years later followed ' Les solitudes ' and his rhymed trans- 
lation of the first book of Lucretius, ' La nature des choses,' in which he 
wrote a brilliant and widely discussed preface. ' Impressions de guerre ' 
(1870) dealt with some of the phases of the Franco-Prussian War; 'Les 
destins ' (1872) and ' Vaines tendresses ' (1875) are of a more personal 
nature. These writings established his reputation as one of the most 
prisme: poesies diverses,' published in 1886, was a return to the more 
distinguished for lofty sentiments and philosophic ideas. His first great 
philosophical poem, ' La justice,' appeared in 1878, and to it he owed his 
election to the French Academy in 1881. In this poem he insisted upon 
the justice which he found in universal nature. His next work, ' Le 
prisme: Poesies Diverses,' published in 1886, was a return to the more 
personal style. His best known poems, however, and those on which his 
reputation most firmly rests, embodied idealized philosophical conceptions, 
such as solitude, justice and happiness. ' Le bonheur,' 1888, is a sort of 
vision of the progress of humanity toward the ideal state of supreme happi- 
ness. M. Sully-Prudhomme's ' Testament poetique,' 1901, won the Nobel 
prize over such competitors as Ibsen, Tolstoy, Frederic Mistral, Sien- 
kiewicz, Ossip-Lourie, Hauptmann, Rostand, D'Annunzio, Freitag and 
Echegaray. Although by no means a rich man, the poet devoted a con- 
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siderable portion of the prize to establishing an annual award for excel- 
lence among the younger French poets. As a critic he published two 
volumes, ' L'expression dans les beaux arts ' and ' Reflexions sur l'art des 
vers.' He wrote for the Revue des Deux Monies, among other articles 
an important study of Pascal. For many years before his death, a suf- 
ferer from rheumatic gout, he had lived a quiet life in his country house." 

The Athenwum summarizes as follows the discussion of the constitu- 
tion of the atom at the recent Leicester meeting of the British Associa- 
tion, which showed how far from agreeing on this matter the learned 
physicists still are : " Thus Professor Rutherford himself avowed his be- 
lief in the existence of the positive electron, which he warned his hearers 
need not necessarily be what he called the ' mirror image ' of the negative. 
This is, of course, in direct opposition to the views of Lord Kelvin and 
Professor J. J. Thomson, both of whom believe in an atom composed of 
negative electrons, the first named thinking that these are contained in a 
sphere of positive electricity, while the second pictures them as revolving 
round a core composed of the same substance — whatever that may be. 
In the same way, Sir Oliver Lodge professed his adherence to the theory 
that all matter is in the last resort composed of negative electrons only, 
and that all inertia is electrical in its origin; while Professor Soddy did 
not believe that the time had come for the assertion of the electrical con- 
stitution of matter, and thought that all the results of the researches of 
the last quarter of a century were explicable without it. Professor J. J. 
Thomson was not there to defend his latest theory, that the hydrogen atom 
is composed of one negative and one positive electron only, which Mr. G. 
A. Schott declared to be unworkable. Lord Kelvin, who spoke late in the 
debate, professed his disbelief in the idea that the mere motion of elec- 
trons could give to matter its different varieties and degrees of stability, 
and that radio-activity was a mere remanet from the kinetic energy of 
the atom." 

In Italy a scientific society has been founded in imitation of the 
British Association, and entitled Societa per il Progresso delle Scienze. 
Thus far mathematics, natural science, engineering and political economy 
are selected for especial attention. 

Edwin Grant Dexter, Ph.D., professor of education and head of the 
department of education in the University of Illinois, has left the Uni- 
versity to take up his duties as commissioner of education in Porto Rico. 

Professor Wilhelm Stumpf, the psychologist, has been elected rector 
of the University of Berlin. 



